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<c> section i 

A. (C) Gc.'ORaI.: 
t, (O) Organl^ationr 

Curing the report period, the 39th Engineer Psttai ion (Congat) oonelirted 
of noadonurters and headquarters Corrosny and r our lettered line comsniea. 

The 5tith Engineer Company (Panel Prldre) and the '•3 7 th Enrlneer Cns u m n y 
j^-ulpnent) remained attached to the Patt-ilion throughout the r e uort 
period* The 39th Migineer Battalion Provisional Land '-le« rinr c la toon re- 
sained -ssirred to Headquarters and Head-carter Company and under the ooera¬ 
tional control of the 9th fleet Marine Force fiigineer r attalion. 

2. (B) Conoand: 

*■ 

The 39th engineer battalion (Combat) remained under the com"nd of the 
CarapridLir Officer, 49th Engineer firnus (Construction), "he Tettslloa re- 
salned in support • f the "nerical Division th~ourhout the renort oerlod, 
with htadouarten. and Headquarters Company located within the CiC LAI 
Base (L'T93*03 j). Incumbent commanders at the close of the renort oerlod 
were ae follower 

00, 39th Bigr Nn 
CD, hHC, 39th Enrr En 
00, Co a, 39th Xngr Thi 
00, Co 1, 39th Kngr Bn 
CD, Co C, 39th Engr Dn 
CO, Co D, 39th Engr Pn 
CD, 137th Engr Co (LX) 

CD, 5Mth Engr Co (PB) 

3* (C) Major Activities: 

During the report period, the Battalion continued to crr-centrete Ite 
effort on the unprade and pavinr of n L-i het>«en MO EMC ( r Sf 40529) end WC * 
FHO (r Sr*CT737f > ). The Land Clearing Platoon continued lord cle*rlw* for the 
«neri<sil division and Third marine qmrhihinus Force under t*e ooerational 
control of the 9 RIF Enrineer Battalion. Other projects Included the com¬ 
pletion of the T’th ^jrricsl h'osoltal revetments *t CTT LAI, continuous 
repair of water dmage and eneny damage, minesweeos 0 *“ ’0*..*, kil casters 
along "L-t, the initiation f ) r construction of the TAII "tUN brid>*s and cause¬ 
way {BS920101), and p >e-fabrication at CHU 1*1 of reinforced concrete sl**>e 
for the reconstruction of the 90!K3 00 Ka bridge (PS6?’646). 

a. The urrrade of ft-» fren DUC PRO to HO WC continued, “ith the ***** 
rnirse laydown ecmlete on 79 January ,c 70 and 79.26 lane kilometers 0 ' the 

37 l^ne kilometers of hirhvay complete. The unrradinr and uevinr- wae seriously 
hind.red «.nd delayed due to heavy nonroon rains. 

b. The Land Gearing B latocn cleared 64°0 acres at three distent lte.' 
cations f~r the*«erical Division and Third Karine Aachihion- force* All 
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- C°T Terrence a, .Tnlw 

- CPT "'rueS A, Elliott 
« CTT Harry 8, TayXo** 

- CPT Larry Tt. Harm 

- CPT Larry r \ Tid-ell 

- CPT Fernand A. Kartlneeu 
. CPT Robert J. Reilly 
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land clearing operations were loint »m/-Marine Corps operations as the pla¬ 
toon remained OPCOh to the ?th K*F Engineer 'att-'uior,. 

c. The 77th ^urpieal Hospital revetments were completed on "? January 
1970. The preset included placing 4’00 linear feet of KCA ' n'ttting re¬ 
vetments, filling them vith sand, anti placing a sand-cement can on then. 

d. a considerable portion of the construction effort rturinr the ent 4 re 
report period was devoted to repairing ' Ater dint*red areas o' ''l— ’ and keen¬ 
ing the road open to traffic between TDK SOH ( , 1S60 , '12» > ) and the I^TI Corps 
Tactical Zone Border (T590 fM 49), a distance n * PP.P Wllnneters. This in¬ 
volved host/ placing of new culverts, replacing culvert hcadvnlls and vim*, 
walls, placing of blast rock on shoulders, recovering shoulders, installin' 1 
and maintaining hypasses, and other steps to reduce and -ao-air water d^pare. 

c. n total of eight culverts, vith 1 6 OIP tiioes were installed on ''l— 4 '•» - 
tween JINK SOiJ and OUatiC NGaI (ES64572C) to replace destroyed and damaged 
culverts. The project included culvert placement, headvnll construction, 
backfill and compaction, and r.srha.lt patching. The Droie'-t was completed 
on 15 January 1970. / 

f. On 3 January i?70, work began on a 6 span, ioo foot tinker pile bent 
bridge :md a 660 foot causeway at TaM r iJafJ. To date the 41.0 .foot west cause¬ 
way, the west abutment for the bridge, one bent, and one span have v ecn com¬ 
pleted. The project is 37 per cent complete, 

p. On 5 January 1970, work bepan to prefabricate T 7 rein'orced concrete 
bridge deck slabs for‘the SGtiG GO Kn bridge. Concrete for t>e first slab 
was Placed on 26 January 1970. At the end of the rer-ort period six slabs 
had been placed. 

4 . (C) Activities of tt endruarters Company: 

Throughout the report period, headquarters Germany, 39th Enrineer Bat- 
tall ion was located -at CKU 16,1 (BT534036). headquarters Conivny continued 
its mission of supportin' the line companies and 'cronnlishinr engineer sup¬ 
port tasks for the America! Division within the WU LaI r >nse area. He'd- 
quarters Company supported Company D for messina throughout the report period. 

Throughout thu period, the heavy Emiipaont flntoon was employed assisting 
the line companies as needed. Compaction equipment was pi iocd 0 r CC'N to Com¬ 
pany C for compaction of new culvert sites and around culvert headwalls. 
Graders were employed within diU LaI Base for road maintenance and 0P0CN to 
Comp-ny B for road maintenance and repair. The platoon .also undertook prepa¬ 
rations \ to place the stabilization plant into operation. 

.-t the beginning of the report period the Land Cle.arinr O l'toon was 
clearing the coastal area just north of tt)C PH0 ( r ?PCPy7P) under the one ra¬ 
tio rv-.l control of the 9th Hi? Engineer c nttalion. The operation was con¬ 
cluded on 24 November 1969 and the platoon returned to CHH LaI by ses. A 
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total of 3&*3 acres were cleared during this onerA+ion. After a fifteen 
day maintenance str.nd down, '.nother nrtnhiMans lmdlnr vs made aloo* the 
coastal area- just south of Da fUUG (3T005799). ''Ms onerstion w<s con¬ 
cluded on 3 1 December <969 after ?030 acres had beon cleared. «fter a short 
maintenance stand down at CHU LaI, the platoon moved hr sea amin to DA iWKJ 
and be fan clearing another area south of Dh HoKO on 9 January 1Q7 0. la this 
report period, the Land Clearing Platoon clcar .d a tot’l of 64 q 0 act*# at 
the three different locations. Over 700 meters of tunnel# «nd trenche# And 
437 bunkers were destroyed. T ha nlatoon found and destmred ‘3? artillery 
rounds, mortar rounds, tnd mines, and cantured 3 individual wecoons, the 
platoon had R personnel wounded in action. .___ . 


During the report period, extensive work was oonoleted to im prove the 
defenses of the battalion base camp area. A secondary berm and *7 sichtiftr 
positions were constructed by Headquarters Company ucrsonnel. 

5. (C) activities of Company As 

At the boyinninr of the report period. Company A Head^j-vrtere *nd ’irsfc ’ 
Platoon were located at CHU L*I (I T*:34034). The fecond and Third °lAtoone 
were at 12 liax (ES763472) under the operational control of Cormsny C «*nd 
the i37th Ehpineer Comtr.ny (LE) respectively. Assimsd missions iApiudad 
mine sweeps from CKt? L..I to L2 DOT? IS (BS672P5&) and from 3'C ”H0 (PSom^rp) 
to 1/11 Corps ? order (lS90 : ’i49), suenort of th*. 9”th Lnrinee** Cnmuany (F 1 ) 
with dumo- trucks and security for nick and osrba.lt haul, security for the 
t37th enrinner Company (LE) road uorrade. And repair of enmy dnsssced cul¬ 
verts from 3UC PHO to HO DUC (3S7AbJ25). 

On 10 November a portion of Company * Hcadmarters end the First *l*toon 
relocated to L2 PICK CD The Second Platoon a"* released from 

OPCOU by Company C and also relocated to L’ "30800. Comae tr- « nsstned -mw. 
soonsil.ility for repair of enemy and water drmred culvert# end mincs-eeu# 
of , 'L-i from L2 EaOhOO to the LZ LIZ access road ( T, ST’f 44 '?). heavy rtiiw. _ 
fall durinr the L'.st renort period and durinr this report pe-iod caused 
much effort to be expended sinnly to keen the road omen, hhilo at LZ PTTPCP, 
Company * constructed a tot 1 of 9 new culverts on r i— * ronsistiun cf ’3 CKP 
culvert tub-# and installed tiabor hendwcll# on another 5 culvert*. 


Conniption of this mission recuirud constructidn snrt -lseasont o' (fiO feet 
of culvert, as well ns e-ca ration, backfill ins, and compact Jnr s uoruxinately 
700||pubic yard# of fill. 

19 November,’ tho north span and V-utnent of the 97 foot, das# 60, 
tinhWr pile bridge at 3S < 'i535? were dertroyod hy enemy Activity* The v vmee 
was ibrnedi'.tely opened to tn^'ic nnd ,j ork started on r'O'ir o' the hridre. 
Severn piles worn, driven, winrwnlls re constructed fbr the ->Nitmcnt, eighteen 
strinrora were placed and carolete deekinr, tresdwsy, curb, -nd h’ndvrile 
werwj junplnced for the destroyed span. ‘’he enmnny also oonstmeted a de*te»- 
sivy no 3 it ion at the bridro site. On 6 heconbor the bride* »«*# ecrmlnted #nd 
opened to truffle. 
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On t January Ccnpsny A relocated to ®tJ LAI with the c-cent loo of the 
Second Platoon which relocated to Lit Max .and was nl'.cod OfCCW to the *J>th 
Engineer Company (LE). Tho Second p latoon continued to provide .a ni-nc m e cn 
tears for tho nth Infantry ^rirtvde daily tactical road opening operation of 
CL -1 firm LZ FfJOiiOO to the I/II Corps border and security for fl—upgrading 
and paving onorations. 

Company a assumed the mission of reconstructing the Son? Co Ha hrldeo 
(BS 691646 ) on 5 January. This project includes the nre^brication of 7! 
reinforced concrete deck Slabs, removal of a *?0 foot tcr . nor a rv ilev ~rid«e, 
construction of a new reinforced concrete abutment, removal of two d"msaed 
spans, pLicinp 12 steel stringers and the deck slab*, and repair o' « sec¬ 
tion damped by an artillery round. A concrete slab pre-casting sato w^e 
prepared at CHU Lai in the company area by the First and Third F1-* Loons. 

Ten slab sites were leveled and formed. Concrete for the first slab was 
oLaced on 26 January and five additional slabs were nl-eed durir.r the rtoort 
period, the Third Platoon also prepared a base camp area at LI SHOGTX ("'S- 
700607) free which the platoon will operate for on-site bridge const’uctiort 
•cheduiod to begin early in the next report period. Cn 7* January, the £eesn(t 
Platoon relocated from LZ 1U1 to CHU Lai to assist in prefabrication of the 
reinforced concrete slabs. • \ 

Conp-ny A provided dinp trucks, under the operational control of the 
5Hth engineer Company (F2), for rod? and r.sohalt haul from CHU HI to the' 
work site on.cL -1 throu’-heart the report period. Security for the rock and 
asphalt hurl was also provided in the fpm of vshiclo mo”ntcd patrols. 

Inny .activity was relatively lioht during tho report period. On f 
December 1969, the mine sweep team detected a <00 pound bag of TNT rlrwrd 
to a hanboo firing device it 33795405. The char pc v«s sif'sc-uently dost-o-aed. 
On 12 November <969, the nine sweep t*=« supporting the 11th Inf'ntry Brigade 
road opening operation was arfiyshed at *he rinesweep team ro¬ 

cs lvwd approximately '000 rounds of autcna.tic and seni-"utnm-tic weapons 
fire, 12 fa's rounds, .and U herd grenades but sufferadno casualties or 
d'aar*. The infantry security element, however, sufognsd 1 KIA, 7 ’-TA, 

•nd destruction of one sPC and one i/A ten vnhido. 

During tho report period, Company A relocated from OB’ Lai to LZ ”UOIiCO 
and LZ llsi. .and bade to QiU LAI. The north span -and utnent of the bridge 
at PSC15359 wore repaired. The Company installed, -cn"'ired, and vnrr ™*nd 
culverts, "hoidwf-lla, and winrwa.ils from LZ BROKCO to the LZ VIZ access road 
on 'L-1. The Company also lnitiaitcd the pro cast in'* pf reinforced concrete 
slabs for the SOTiG GO H« Tridgo and continued to h"ul rock and «sph*lt f»r 
(TL-1 upgrading "nd o-aving operations. 

6 . (C) Activities of Company ?« 

At the start of the report period, bpero-wy B was located ai LZ DOTHS 
(2S627156) with the mission to rr.intniri and. un«rr"do the bridrea, dr" inage 
structures owl rosdv.v- of r L-i from BISK COM (DS601922) to tho north b«nh 
of the 9L’UG VE River (DS694636), approximately 2P kilometers. In addition, 
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Company 3 conducted a daily nincswGon of r L-l from LZ TTTTTL to the 17. 

KIaGON access roid (BS737530), vie HO EUC (D.u740525), a dioVnco of -p o rcari- 
motely 34 kilenetarr. The otcond Pl'.toon relocated to LI HCT.TH 5.Id.ISP ( r S- 
£80049) on 3 January >970. *t thv s k art of the report period prior emuh-sis 
was sliced on the repair of e.aeny d-rc-re and maintenance and UD^i—dc of r I—1 
to keep the highway open during the nonsoon season. 

Projects u:ider construction it the start of the r.oort oc-iod were pm 
follows: the hvdroseedinr -and ooneprining of tho h&nks .and shoulders of 
oL-i fren OUaMG i.GaI (^56427 17) to MO EUC, ipprcccisiat ly 77 Vilcrvctsrs: 
the repair of "'ll damaged oil verts between “INK TON .and '‘tt.MO Mr.*. I; the no- 
grade of ell drainage structures fren a<UMG M^-aI to KG BJCj -srh-lt a nd rock 
h .ul fron CHO L»I (BT534036) to the laydown site vie L” KAI (FS76347?): *nd 
the construction of new living/fir-htin t bunkers at LZ DOTES. 

Thw hydroscedlng and penenrininr of the banks and shoulders alone '"i—i 
free 'Ca..G IX»I to K0 !X'C which started durinr th.; last ”eoort period v*s 
eaopli-ttid on ? doven^ar 1969. Of the ori'-innl 7? kilcneters, 7 kilcr*-t^rs 
were conoletc-d durinr this ronort aeriod. 3>c eurf'eo tre ahaiunt prevented 
tho erosion of the banks and shoulders of and kept the road fron wnshin# 

out at several critic-1 locations durinr the he-vy monsoon rains. 

The rop:.lr of all dn-rc-d culverts hetve- n ‘'IIS’'. SOM to att.jjr ?T.aI, *bich 
also began during the lart report period, was an ovtansivc project which in¬ 
cluded th. renov-.l of d-R-ged culverts -t r locations, tho rmlae.-nenh of 
16 culverts 60 foet in length, tho construction of tinker head-': 11 3, end 
the paving of ^1—1 ct <;-ch site. a11 work was eormluteA on 15 J~nu-*“* »<nO. 

In addition, 2370 cubic yards o # lata-ito and v .-so rob* were hauled to 
fill the culvert sites. 

In order to uerr'de .all of the dr-ir'ge strut tun.-s fron 'I MSf WaI to 
MO EUC, ..11 of tho culvert h-s‘dwells h*d to be hekfiiled ->nd ccrrvetcd, 
hj.adwalls h-.d to he reconstructed at culvert sit., s -t r £67°669, ~S66P6?7, 
md TS6V702. aIjo, th; wlnrw-lls at th-- hrid.go loc ted -*t ''S6- ,, S6SP h»d 
to be rebuilt -nd th>. bridre -pnroach* a had to v t unrr- J .'*. ill »ejrw w®s 
completed on '4 November '969. Mine-hundred -nd twenty cubic ,-r-rds of lauerite 
and hase rock were haulsd to coml6te this t-sk. 

koi-.pany I trucks hauled SEE) tons of asphalt and , 4 ,r cu v ic vards of bass 
rock in support of the battalion's o-' vinr operations “n^ "1—* ur"r*do, vie 
U IIaX. *he pro.loct which started on ,f> October ,0 6? ten-ir.-' ted on -? Vav 
ber 1969 when all trucks returned to LZ DOT .’IE to suooort corr—ny operations. 

At LZ XT-’Il four living / firhtinr bunkers were constructed, si* foot- 
bridrts were installed sv.r drain:.re ditches, one «hov-.’r wps v uilt, t»o mno 
bunkers were reconstructed, -nd a 7* foot by 10O 'not hellp-d wgs constructed. 
a11 work was conrletod by 6 J'nu-ry ’770, 

On 10 Moverfror, werk beg-n to u-gr-.dc r.ll o' th> wire at LZ DOT? 15 to 
R-Cet Tth En-inctr 3rig*ac st-ndards. Two rows of triple concertina, two 
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at LZ Kaa from the. bepinninr of the repore period until 9 l'OVem v -er for 

support of ninosvoops, security, nd culvert repair. Frol&cts in progress 
at the be- g inn in r of ti e report period included nine swocns in AOR; repair 
of enemy danare and water dan?pc control on ' 1—1 free*. *\S7??A56 to "•S< s 0<y?t 
repcir of dar/ared culverts on '’L-i from IK) 3'd (1" 740525) to tX'C HO ( r S- 
00737'); securit. for ■ 37 th fcngincur Conn'ny (LE) v-or’- parties on r 'L_i; es¬ 
sential facilities at cnr’ncer base camps ; -nd civic actions in the AOR. 
During the report period construction of a Minker at L'i TRnOOH (33725538) 
for the 4th Regimental Advisory Tern was initiated. 

Company C was resasnsMc for nine swoon operation? -•? •rom MO DUG 

to WC FKC, o. distance of l6 kilometers. ”it-h the completion of o' vinr 
north of LZ !ha.f, Conner.-,' 5 continued its m i ri s sag- p rnrth t.o the Z 0 i T n VS River 
('iS694o36). 'hen the l'st elcn-nt of Ccnr>'ny a moved from LZ 3~CK00 ("S. 
ri53>?3) on 2f January 1970, Conpany C provide - 1 the minaswaen ten? for the 
TaOk. conn under’ s d-ily road openino operation of ni_' to the I^Tl Corns 
border (■ 3907149). 

Heavy r>.infall in the previous report period 'nd' throughout this 
period rw.de it necessary for Con-v.ry C to exparv 1 nearly all of its effar* 
on keep inf r-L -1 open to traffic -and rer.” irirp water d.anare. The most ur¬ 
gent projects included placing 7 each 40 inch CiiP culverts ~t r f57' , 6/-i-5 i-herc 
the h.ase course and subb ?.se had been completely washed out and olacinr ** each 
60 inch culverts at '2750409 after culverts previously errolaccd had v f.cn 
dan-aged by enemy activity and subsequently washed out. Pynosses wore first 
constructed at each site, then the culverts were placed, piles for hcad'-'lls 
driv.n, r.d hc-dunll constructed. a total o f 1160 cuMe yards o r fill and 
CC3 cubic yards of fill and 603 cubic yards of rock to the latter. 

During the report period Conoany C placed 0 other oul"Crts on "I — 1 at 
1-377C443, 25704427, "37 5 4496, SS747R»2,' and "S7 r ’ 7 444. “endwhUs "ere con¬ 
structed at all these sites and repaired .at '6 other sites, a total of 
2 ‘ 10 fec-t of culvert was assembled and placed. Eirttysix piles wre driven 
for new he.ndwnlla and. a..tot'l of 5529 board feet o f* 3 x 1 2 ' 3 and 2304 bo’rd 
feet of 4n-6's were placed on wingwalls and ho.adv.'lls. , a total of 4304 cubic 
yards of fill ■ and 1^50 cubic yards of rock wore h'ulcd =r>d placed at these 
culvert sites. Throughout the report p.riod culvert construction continued 
to be h j-moreri by T.hv heavy rains, 

' Since bad we-fher prevented much work on ''I—*, considor-blo vf'brt «» 
spent by oono-uny " on the uprr"- HB -, n d r.aintonanc. o r the defensive perimeter 
..nd. livinr/firhtiiip k 'j.k--rs at LZM.4C. Additional protective wire was in¬ 
stalled and all guard positions a r.d towers vere reinforced, 

tonpany t continued to provj/’e security for the norr ■- , in ri on£p-tions 
being our'omed by th- i37th in'incer ‘-onpnny (LE) alon- °L- 1 . 

In late January when th- w--ether inneroved, Corwany C ht.v-nn ronovin*- 
temporary byposs-s constructed J nrir.." the non soon and clearin ' 1 ''‘ill 'nd • 
debris from culverts. a total of 700 cu u ic y°rds of fiLl was renevod from 
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bypa?s»s and hauled to VINK KILN (1S776445) as a civic action product to 
build a market place fo r the local v i in'"*:-: so population. 

On 26 January, Ocnwmy 0 beran construction of -a 36 foot K y 48 toot 
bunker at L2 uilnGOK for the iioCV 4th Espimcntal advisory To’n. The sits 
was first leveled, footersinst -.Ilea, -nr'. •> pljo-iood floor placed. At the 
end of the report period two ext-rior w’lls hod ^ecn con u tnictod. 

*neny activity war rei lively lirht durinr the report nc-io^. f*n P 
November the p.intsw.;vD te<m rec- ived sev r-tl **ounis o f sr.all "ms sniner 
fire at FS776452, '-"ut the s’-eup continued. On d Kovenhor, the culvert at 
DS724571 ’-•as destroyed and five bonby tr-’pped hand nrunndes were detected - 
at the site. *iaile ropairinp this culvert or? 14 November, the- vort- force 
from Company C received '0-12 rounds of sa-ll -rrs sniper “ire, n oo v y 
trooped nines, prenudes and, artillery rounds we: o discovered on f other 
occassi-.-ns durinr the report period. The reduced minin'* incidents *loni» 
01—1 in the Company C ninesveep sector can he attributed to the company’a 
active Voluntary Informant Profrara. Over -'SYK 10,000 was paid for miscel¬ 
laneous nines, ereni.de s, and artillery •X'!r"’nition tumaod-in under the pro¬ 
s'* un. 


«t the ond of the report period, Company C h'd installed 7010 feet of 
culvert, used. ’7,853 hoard fe^t of lumber, driven 67 piles and placed 9^66 
cubic yards of fill. In .addition to provid.inp security for the up.-radinr 
operations on CL-’, u onpuny C ninoswept 58 kilometers of "L-i drily, 

Intensive upgrade of drain-ape and d-fensive facilities at LZ ViX w-’s »lso 
completed. 

6. (C) activities of Company D: 

Throughout tho reoortinr period Cono-any a) '--as located at CK” L.-iI ( r T 
534036). Ihu assigned missions of the conrrny included r, "ily mjnesvotrs 
fr-'m CtiU I*I to LZ XT'.' It- (! 6627756), continuation of rock and asphalt hauls 
for the uporaainp .and pavir.p of 0L-i, const-notion of revetn*.nts, constmc- 
tion of an armored cavalry s-uadron base- c'mp, construction of a rock crusher 
he-.cu-ill and othur crusher fi.cil* tics, or. d-- ration of a st.-Ml i on plant 
for sand-eonent st'-hilization operations, .and hunker construction at L7 CLN- 
T-.-. (1T052253) md LZ WEST 0-199C. , 

From the s V rt of t.hc report r ! until 23 January, Ccnoany 3 constructed 
KPjiI r-teel rr-ttinr revetments arounr the P^th eurficrl Hosoit"l at CHI’ LAI. 

Of the 4’00 linear feet recuirod, 20 5 6 line.ar feet were constructed d.urinp 
this period. The revetment s were filled with sr.nd fr.d covered with a sand- 
cement c p • 

'-ei-inn in;* on ;0 Novenher and continuing th-ourhout the report period 
C-ano-ny D conducted a risual nine swoon of "L-i from CH’ 1 L-iI to LZ TO THE 
a "ore iniii-1 rock or asphalt conveys. The ccrr.p-any -also continued to b"ul 
rock and asphalt for ft-’ uprr"iin~ and pavinr. Xirinr the report, period, 
C'nn’.ny 1 hauled 3944 cu-ic yarns of rock and 750 tons of asphalt. Through¬ 
out the report period comoany C p-ovid.ed sccu-ity and control vehicles 
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GFOQK to the S 1 1 th Enc in-. or Cortpny (?F.) for rod; and asphalt convoys. 

On 20 fiovcnher, th- company bnp.an urer-dinr the 3'th “nrinoer '''■ttallon 
base canp defensive wire at O.U L*I to meet 'Pth Engineer trip&de criteria. 

K total of 16 ,4'97 maters of barbed wire and 334 rolls of concertina were 
installed in double apron ant! zip sap fence. ork was cackle ted on OP December. 

On 1 January, the comnsny received the mission to construct s oemnnent 
base camp for the r irst Squadron, F‘rst ..rmert-d Ovolrv at CHU L»I. The 
canto ment area included construction o' *>0 3E« huts, throe 'F0 n^n mess 
halls, 3 showers, ■ nd 8 burn-out latrines, ’by the end of the renort period, 

27 334 huts had been constructed. 

Gurinp the report period work was -also h .-nr, to s"!a’ rs ” site for a 
rick crusher to be naerated hy the '33th in r inter Omrany (IX). An tv i si in c- 
heedvall on the site had to he replaced, ''cemse of deteriorated riles and 
timbers and .a new headwall built. A reinforced concrete nad, '0 feet by 4' 
feet, was placed for the 'secondary crusher, -a s£s hut was constructed Per 
a crusher office huildinp, a demolitions stor -1 r. 're- w'-s constructed *t tho 
corao-any ar^a, access roads to the her.dw.all and around the crusher were con¬ 
structed, .and protective revetments ~t the cru3h-=r site wobuilt. 

On 16 January, the Third Platoon relocated to L' ,- t.ST *nd. L7 CENTER to 
construct livinr hunkers for the infantry at these two isolated locations. 

The project was tenrom' rily delayed, because all construction m-tori'lm h'-d 
to he air lifted to the construction sites. N.-.verthelcs», by the end of 
the re-.ort ooriod 9 hunkers hod been constructed at LZ 1 "Eo? and ,- a at 1. 7 
CL*iTr.n.. 

Company D also constructed two wooden nlatfoms for st"rVinr renent at 
the battalion stabilization nl' nt and a retaininr wall for stockuilinr s»nd 
at tho plant• 

Enemy activity v.-s extremely l'pht durinm the- report period, Tho mine- 
sweep team discovered only one nine. However,. -- '0-ton tr-~ctor and 25-ton 
trailer were destroyed hy a command detonated, nine while returnin' to (JUJ 
L.I from Do 1M1G (M005765) in a convoy. 

Turin, - tho report period, Company D construct-.d bunkers, ''uilt ® base 
camp, constructed protective revetrvnts for a hosrit-'-l, nr- «yrod n 3 ite for 
rock crushing op-r-ations, .an' 1 hauled rock and osnh'-lt for ^L- 1 uiamr-dinr 
and pavin'. 

9. (C) activities cf the ’3 7 th nnpincer c on®any (Lip-tit E'uirnent): 

Throughout the report oeriod the ' Y 1 th ^nrineer Conn ny (Li'ht E-uioment.) 
■was loc ted nt L2 i'W. (.33763472). The- 'Marry r ~et.ion of tho fuurvort C 1‘- 
toon was located at CHU Lol (5TS34036) with th-- mission o p or or" tin" the 
ouarry for the 39th Engineer 7-att"lion and prep-arinr to or.-:--’te the ewa-'n'’ 1 s 
TOE crusher, «t the ruf inninp- of th^ ra-rort period the mission of the Ww- 
p: ny was the continued uprrndinr -and pavinr o' '"L-’ from HO DT'C (7 3740 £ '?‘') 
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to EUC FHC ('3^07377). Durinr the report period the comrvijv assumed the 
mission of u^rr^riinr the LZ LIZ access road,' ( S75‘i436 to 

The primary mission of the ’37th Engineer Company (EE) *s>.s the uoprsdinr 
and pavinr of n L_’ from HO DUC to DUC PHO to CENOOli Class a standards. 

Throughout the report period this area received 74.10 inches o r rain esusinr 
considerable water dansre and erosion of the v>a i 'e course, su v ' v ase, and shoulders. 
Asphalt vus placed on only seventeen days in the report period because o t 
adverse weather. Nevertheless, base course lax-down was oormlete on January 
and final prarie end compaction of all '-ase course was complete on ?° Jaruarv. 

Upprade of the LZ LI2 access road be pan on ’7 January to a sinple lane ’ 

All weather surface road with turnouts every POO meters. P-eventeen thousand 
five hundred cubic yr>res of latc-ite were placed, praded <and compacted -nd 
five 40 inch CKP culverts were emplaced. 

On the final day of the report period, "31 January, the I37ttv Enpineer 
Company (Ll) was involved in its only enemy initiated incident, a ? Q Cli 
tractor pullinf a 3^-ton roller on the LZ LIZ access road struck a 40 pound 
mine. The operator was not injured l 'ut the ? C 0H was dom&ped. 

Durinr the report period the '37th Enpineer Company (LE) completed re¬ 
pair of the sub’-ase of M_ 1 which hod been washed out between MO DUC ?nd 

L-C PHO, p-raded and compacted 11 ,'64 cu v ic yards o r b-* S e -ock nn' J minced 
6000 tons of as-h.alt to complete *0.06 lane kilometers of n n vinr. At the 
end of the report period only 7.74 lane ilometc-s -'■-m.aincd to h. : paved of 
the 37.0 lane kilometers between MO I)UC and DOC FLO. ». total of 2^^O0 ™llo*'? 
of MC-250 had '■eon used for base course nriminf of °L- 1 . 

10. (C) activities of ? nth Enpineer Company (panel Fridre)s 

Throurhout the report period, the r nth Enpineer Company ( r 'ar.el 'rl''<*e) 
was located at GiU L**I (77^31036) with the mission o 0 sunno-tinn the 3°th 
^nrineer F.cttalion* Durinr this period th<* S**th Engineer Company (p 55 ) con¬ 
tinued its missions o* o-rar izinp and supervising roc’ - an -1 as-h'-lt b*>’ls from 
Cf : IiU-30* in GiU L**I to the work sites on ^L-l between MO DUC (T740 <: ? c l) ->nd 
LUC FhC (I'S''0737 ri ), providin'* orrsnisationsl maintenance support to "U 0 r ’C0N 
vehicles, end. providing security and control vehicles f o' "s^halt -1 nd rock 
convoys. 

Furinf the quarter, the c 1ith Enpineer Ccra"-iny ( Tlr ) hauled *'>, 00 '' cubic 
yards of blast, rock, ’6,74? cu v ic yards of v -r.r.c rock, and ’0 tons o'* as¬ 
phalt for "i— 1 umcr’dina and p’vinr operations. 

.■Turing the months of December nd January the casin' - ws tasked to 
haul 1 terite fro-' LZ D.tvCK'.h (T’f>7 25530) to :i secondary road u-arodlnr pro¬ 
ject vicinity of MO "UC whenever there was no rock available foe h’ul fo>* 

L-i uv.T-.dinr, on adverse weather, p-evented asphalt from b^inr h'-uled. A 
tot 1 .o' ??6t> cb ic y- rds of latc-ite was hauled for this project. The pro¬ 
ject w .s completed on 73 J'.nuf.ry 1 770. 
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Throurhout the period when its vehicles could not h’ul rock or 
the 5'ith tnr in sc r Caipany (Pi ) also h.-ulof* and placed ~'-L0 <-ti v io y rd» of 
send to construct ft secondary b«r*n for the battalion's defensive perimeter 
at CHI' Ui. 

iXirlnf this report period the- 9”th 'engineer Corwvny ( r T) *-*s involved 
in only one enemy initiated 'neident. On 30 January, one truck received sniner 
fire at 25625949 while returninr to G1H L*I. 

In acccnnlishinp its primary mission of rock and as-halt Prill, vehicles 
of thu 5”th ancine&r -emoany (Pd) drove over ”0,000 miles. 

n. (C) liTaLLBliiiCE: 

1. (C) Reconnaissance: 

o battalion representative flew a duilv helicopter reconnaissance of '1—’ 
in the battalion's «0, checking for enemy and voter d'nane. Ground recon- 
n.'.iss .nees were made on an as needed ''■"'sis to evaluate arr 1 assess d'etre 
bririros .and culverts c osed by the c.ncny and weather. Rurinr the nc-iod, 

70 air reconnaissances and '6 prourd re-connaissr-anceg were m-ade in the h»t- 
talion «C alonr "I — 1 . Included in the rronnd reconn* jasr.nce missions were 
a ou.irtcrly update and three monthly uodates of bvidre and culvert, loca¬ 
tions. On 29 January '970, a o-olinirray around reconnaissance v*s n^de 
from DOUG iiliJK (2) (' 9595770 ) to HCK 1'A (2T617019) to include the river dnt» 
on the S.'iCC T:i«. BOiiG ferry crossinp site, ( n T6i50l7 to p T6?Oa , '3). 

In addition to reconnaissance missions, site and a*e- studies were ini¬ 
tiated on houte 52, :ioute 9 ip, Route 9?i, Route 924-925, TIEN PHl'OC (. r T”6«39) 
r.nd Tl !k 20;i0 (:S355f^i) airfields. 

2. (C) Enemy Activity: 

Enemy activity was moderate durinr this report oe-i.oG» Incidents wore 
limited nr.inlj'to nir.es and booby trams encountered K y the Land de'-rinw 
FL-toon -and by the daily nine sweeps. Onlv occassional ireidents of sniper 
fire ■ -.re reporter -and none resulted ir. ar.y sustained contacts, f'n 39 January 
'V70, a 5-ton aurao truck in route from LI 5!iGG~T (*2700507) to O' 1 ' Lnl 
(-'153103SJ, war ambushed at r.S6?5 r 49 on 9L.i, pesultinr in one 'FlA. and minor 
damare to the 5-ton* There w s a reported incre' se o r KVa infiltration into 
the Ratt ilion -vO, durinp the rfcoort period but this increase in overall enemy 
strength has not Hvn felt by the battalion. 

On 11 January 1570, Company r<»s nine swim team received a Chleu Hoi 
who was imrvd lately evacuated io nil! Lnl and interror' 1 ted, He was then 
turned over to the .‘clerical Division. 

On Christmas 2-ay, Conp-any C found VC propaganda leaflets written in 
Enrlish which told the '»no»’ic-an firktinr n-an to r o home. 
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a. Mines: During the report period 13 nines wore encountered in the 
battalion <*0. The nines nr ’?' 1 in sire 4 pounds to V) pounds, •-3th 
h-anboo tyoe r irinc devices, electrical ’■lasting cans, .--nd batteries, a 
total of four nines were. ictonntad rcsultinr in one raeober of the battalion 
being wounded in action. The following is a W re'.kdewn cf nines detected 


rinus d'jtone' tod: 




HUHTH 

DETECTED 

DKTONnTbD 

TOTAL 

November 

6 

1 

7 

December 

2 

0 

2 

January 

1 

3 

A 

b. i.oohy traps: during the resort Deriod the 'battalion encountered 30. 
booby traps. Those booby traps resulted in 7 US '.'la, all of •iion were mejs- 
burs of the land Clearing Platoon. The following is a bp: akdom of booby 
traps by month: 

MONTH 

DETECTED 

DETONATED 

TOTaL 

November 

2 

1 

3 

Decv-nber 

2 

2 

4 

January 

1 

1? 

13 

0. Other enemy 
follows: 

initiated activities during the report period were as 

T-JK 

WOVsKSER 

DECH-IPER 

JaN'IRT total 

ambushes 

Pridses blown 
Culverts blown 
:e5ad obstacles 
Sniper -at* asks 

1 

1 

U 

0 

3 

1 

■ 0 

0 

5 

7 

1 3 

6 1 

1 5 

0 «; 

1 11 

3. (U) Weather d?ta: 



MONTH 

Ha IN FALL 



Novunber 

9-96 



2v CvT.- 

C.9? 



J anuary 

fi-90 . 






Total 

30 S 3 
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Durinr the report period, the *-att - lion su^'^r'd the follow in r casualties: 


COMPANY 


KIA WL* KNK 


HHC 
Co * 

Co P 
Co C 
Co D 

137th (LcO 
511th (P-) 
Tot el 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

9 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

_1 

T 


D* (u) OPERATIONS kND T.aH DIG: 


1 . (U) Operations: 

The battalion operated on a seven day work week with .Sunday afternoon 
used for maintenance, traininr and recreation when possible, 

n. The coirbat and operation - -! sunport missions were conducted in coor¬ 
dination with Ajnericc.1 Division, nrovidinr support in Souf'e-n I Corns Tac¬ 
tical 2one. This consisted chiefly o' ninosia?eos and minor construction 
of d< I’onsive structuris, and accounted for aorroxiTteIv U^- o' the enrinee- 
ef'ort ex a ended.. 


b. The LCC upcr idinr projects were oriyir.ally ■assigned by USAECAV and 
are part of the overall ihvCV-iOC rrop-an. amro' - in?-,toly SO'” o' the engineer 
effort of the battalion was devoted to the IOC prorp'ra. 

c. Th- land ele-rinr mission was coordinated throurh the III ’'o.rino 
■nphihious *orce. the Provisional Land Cle-.rinr C'mnany composed o' the 
9th -nrin-ir ■ittnlion (I’StC) and the 37th anr incur ~atinlion (C) cleared 
land in sunport of the Aneric.al -ivisior. and ’ at Marine Division trctical 
operations, ‘his accounted for less than A"' of the en~i’*eer.e''ort expended 
throuphn-’t the period. 

2. (Uj Traininr: 


••side fron the royulurly scheduled vpekly trainin' ^urinc t K e period, 
s’'-ci.el tnir.inr for the nensoon season continued from the last period. In 
- ccorden.ce with nr. 1'th Enrir.cer Triradc letter, each conpany was to nn:"arc 
15 days of traininr to he ri"v:r. on days th-t projects could not ho worked 
due to wither, ‘his Consolidation Month Traininr of'er'd 0 means 'or more 
ai.ruatelj inrtructinr the troops in the field without reducin' - the cam it- 
:. .nt to the projects, -ith the ruin,-however, cane a considerable amount of 
water dr>.~. which kept post units adequately employed, At the end of tho 
period, >pproxirr-tely 'O'* of the traininr had been conducted, 
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£. (U) IIOVfiKtJiTS: 

1, (U) Company moves: 

a. ■< Nover^er 1369, Company « (-) relocated from Q'U UI ('TS34036) to 
LZ : .504 CO (L3T 1 53^3) ■ 

v, i ,'ami.arv 1970, Company A (-) relocated from LZ BRONCO tO 

CHU UI (LT534036). 

2. (U) Platoon nevos: 

a. 9 j’iovtT.ler 1969, 2/A/39 relocated from LZ MAX (F376347?) to LZ 

iiitOiiCO (•i3( , ‘53i ? 3)* 

b. 16 Never* vr '969, 1 /A/3'9 relocated from LZ MAX (rs?63472) to LZ 
l'RDIi CO (9S- , i53' ! 3) • 

c. '2 December ’967, 3A/39 r-located from CHU UI (PT534036) to 1.2 
p.vuiiCC (D5bi r 3C3). 

d. 1 January 1970, 2/a/37 relocated from LZ T RON CO to 

UI (CT53W36). 

. 3 J.nur.rv 1-770, 3/7/39 relocated from LZ DOTTIE (PS6T'’*s6) to L 7 
«0rt7r: £.0.131 (!:Sr8O049). 

f. 14 J nuary 1770 , 5’1th advance party returned from ? : ’U UI (TDrWlA) 
to CHI’ UI O-'T'34036). 

c. 29 J nnary ’'570, 2/*/39 relocated from LZ UX ( 55763472) to CHU UI 
C T534036). 

3. (U) S-u.-d noves: . 

a. 16 January 1770, ’/3/D/3? relocated from CHU UI (FT5 34036) to LZ 
Cul.UK (' T052253) ■ 

h. 20 J .nu'.ry 1970, 3/3A/39 relocat e from CHU UI (^^34036) to 

r y.: /Iinv / ,c7-7rtA£nO’) 

,L,.j w'eA/ ( / • 

c. 22 January 1370, 2/3/D/39 relocated from CHU UI (LT r 3' , '036) to LZ 
UST UT990250). 

d. 2 : January 1970, 2'3 A/3? relocated from CHU UI AT534036) to L 7 
SlivCF ; (: 3700607). 

4 . (U) 'eves of the Land Clearin.- Platoon (Provisional): 

r Z.cenbor. ’96?, ccnrleted relocation to CHU UI (P.T934036) *“rom site 
.:ort„ of LUC PHC (B&30737P) • 
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b. 15 December 1969, reloeited to site south of D* rinNO ( ; 'TO?7S), first 
nirht defensive position vie ‘T 23 OS 0 O. 

c. 2 January 1970, relocated to CHt : Lai (DT534036). 

u. 11 Ji.nu.iry 1770, connleted relocation to site south o<* D-. TtJJO ( r T- 
0275), first nirht defensive position vie P-70P5672. 

F. (C) SUPPLE: 

1. (U) General: 


Jurin,- the report period Cono.inies A, B, and D continued to ha sunolled 
throurh GiU L« T . (‘.T534036) and Conrv..ny C was supplied Class I, HI "rvd IV 
th.rouph DUC PHO (BS20737C). 

2. (U) Lofistics Support: 


Logistics support was provided by tho followinr orraniz?' hions: 

•1. 23rd Supoly and Transportation Battalion, located at CHI' LAI (FT534Q36), 
orpinic to the anerical Division. . 


b. 5 rt Fth H-intenrnce Connany (33), located at CHU L*I (BTf34036), or<«nic 
to the COth General Support r roup. 


c. 661 st Ordn'r.ea Conn'ny (wno), located at C51IJ La I (TT534036), and TKJC 
PHC (iiSPC737f), orpinic to the 52Gth Ordnance ^attalior. Inc"ted in DA IUOT 
(BT027 r O. 


3. (C) -.-uipaent Status: . 


Several Truck, Utility, f Ton and Truck, Tractor, ’OTon were received 
charin'- the report period, thus renovina these items f ron the critical short¬ 
age item list. The follovinp itens still remain critically short: 


. .GM-ei ] Cl.. TIIH 
Seni-trailer, 25 ton 
Grader, Rood, notorized 
Crnn<= s 


nUTr! PTY 

13 . 

'3 

9 


0/H "TY 
6 
3 

3 


SHORTAGE 

7 

*; 

6 


4. ( f j) Conbvt Losses: 


Conh.at losses durinp the report period were r.s follows: 


FSN 

NCfaKHCLnTUHE 

3SA # 

OTY 

DATE 

2320-055-9263 

Truck, Dunn, 5 Ton 

5S6563 

1 

00'2 

23P0-226-60P1 

Truck, Tractor, i0 Ton 

054507 6* 

1 

0004 
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5. (C) RVN Modernization and Improvement Progrftm (Switch Four) 


During the reporting period a number of end items were laterally trans¬ 
ferred to the CO5th RVN Heavy Equipment Company. The KHowing items 
were included: 


Truck, Dump, 5 Ton 

4 each 

Truck, Utility, i Ton 

1 each 

Grader, Motorized 

2 each 

Loader, Scoop 

2 each 

Ibuck, Cargo, 2 J > Ton 

3 each 

Water Supply: 



Durinf the reporting period the Hattalion operated water joints at four 
(4) c;if r er’ont loc tions: L7! MnX (RS763472), LI D0TT1Z (BS627P56), Hfeadruarters 
Company, 39th Enrineer "battalion (C), CHU L-»I (FT534036) and Special Forces 
Detachment P-11, QiU L«I (PT534034) • Presently the four ( 4 ) water points 
■are producing 50,000 gallons of water & day. 

G. (C) 1-UHjTENkNCE: 

1 . (C) General: 

The r. tint nance program has shown increased effectiveness; however* the 
deadline rate has remained .at the same level tbrourhout the reporting period 
due to an increased program of early detection -and -a full awareness on the 
part o-" operators. The more stringent criteria resulted in couiment on dead¬ 
line which under previous criteria would have Ken allowed to operate. 

Th, 704 fill of maintenance personnel has increased r ron a low n r Hf at 
tile beglnninr of the Period to a hirh of 96 a at the close. The’ranic-rity of 


t.i 


r.' .-w n 


i-rt-'i’.nc’l arc re cent graduates of "IT schools. 


T ; i-re Lr: still a critical shortage of parts for ’0 ton tractors, PO ton 
( cr r.e■•, '. ( Z mix.ro, ■ nd road graders. Crrncs and <*w*dcr« will be critical 
'■ c-uoe of th-. l.arr.. amount of bridge -and ro ,- d work scheduled for obis hot— 
t alien. 


(ii) Support: 


uv ut'i Licht i'.ninton->nco Company provided direct support durinr the 
-a rer 1 d. .. total ' f '47 job orders were completed during this period: 

vk time of 1?.3 days V c'ch item of c-uinmurt. Thdrtv- 
• r ; .rs were procer-sod through the Engineer Section and 1 '? <oh or- 
• ••.•erred taroiwh the .automotive Section. 
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3. (U) Prescrib'd Ln- r* i.d*t (Pli) end -fern-* ir s arts Sum“T“>‘: 

Thu soro balance of r-^air p-rts in this ' Tit-:) ion is Tt r ’-, This firure 
reflects the improved support ‘‘pot. our ■ irect Support Unit. The rero balance 
for l.at period was 37». 

H. (U) KaJICnL: 

During tlic roport period, skin infections, unper resnir>tory infection# 
and coir} syndromes within the units assigned to this battalion s^m-ed »n 
incre-.sj ovi.r previous -,onV-s, canccia.lly "mnr troons l’vinr on the L”*#. 

The nua-.H-r of cases increased greatly in the letter 0-1 rt of this oc’-iod. It 
is Relieved the vet weather of the- nonsoon season caused this incresoe. .1 
large nun! or of these cases did not respond to local treatment hy medical 
.aidrien .,nd were referred to the Satt-aiion Surgeon. A of these cares 
i«ro hospitalized, \t. ilo others wore given ou rters for an extended period 
of tino. *-y renovinr these infected, personnel from the i-?. 1 s to a cleaner 
atmosphere whore closer supervision of personal hyp lone could he rp int 3 inod, 
the response to treatment was much hettr-r and the recovery time decreased. 

I. (C) CIVIC ACTION: 

1. (U) Civic Action: 

Durinr this period, KEDO.P teams aecomoanied th-. minesuoe" ‘cm on the 
daily mine swops of ~L.i. Phey treated the loc^l Vietnamese and coordinated 
!;£IusVrtC's when necessary. In addition, ■ 327 coMc yards o' 1 l-ate**ttc wire 
h iUled to a Hetn-nese village in tho vicinitv o' ’377 6445 'or unprade o' 
the nrkot place. 

2. (C) -Voluntary Informant Program: 

Ourirr tho report period turn-ins under the Voluntary Informant Pro- 
rr'.~. amounted to a of ’27,650 $VN. Tho followinr is a breakdown of 

turn-ins: 


TIPS 

kOVU-Gi.?. 

DECJ-.m 

j.diu-nY 

TOTzL 

Grenades 

147 

20 

26 

’93 

oOrv .1 % >ur. "s 

P 

1C 

—.d* 

f 7 


f’rnn :-.unds' 

17 

51 

2 

*70 

4.2 Sounds 

1 

1 

1 

3 

90rr, bounds 

0 

1 

1 

? 

’05m iiounds 

71 

8 

1 

30 

155m Sounds 

15 

4 

’5 

34 

ni’G-2 

3 

3 

’ 

7 

Kinee 

25 

2 

1 

28 

Plasters paid 

51,200 

3 P ,050 

38,400 

’27,650 
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(U) SECTION II Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations E£d 

Recommendations ' 

*. (ll) PERSONNEL: None. 

B. (U) 0rEh.,TI0NS: 

1. (U) Culvert Headwnll Construction: 

r. > ■ 

o. OBSERVATION: a pro at -amount of tine is expended in the construction 
of convention'll timber and cable dendnen. 

b. EVaLUaTION: Much tine and effort could be saved if the dcadmen were 
placed at the sane tine fill is placed on the culverts. 

c. litCGMKiiND*TIONS: That n single cable be strunp v«etveor. opposite riles 
on opposite sides of the roadway. ’--y placinr the cable in the roadbed re fr.e 
fill is added and compacted above the tubes, tine is saved and til foot rtsaaies 
to be done is to tie the cable to the piles. 

2. (U) Culvert Installation: 

a. OBSERVATION: Durin-~ the repair of installation of culverts on "'I— 1 , 
it is important that the road bo kept onen to traffic at -all tines. It is 
difficult and tine emsuninr to construct half a culvert at a tine while 
koeninr the other lane open to traffic. 

h. uV/.LUaTION: Much tin-- could be saved with a method that would allow 
the whol- culvert to be placed while keeoinr the road open. 

c. iU-CC’.n-L-UO-VflOfJ: That if a bypass cannot b e econonicallv constructed, 
an aVLT> be utilized to keen traffic movinp while cmplacinr a culvert. D y 
usin' a d^z«r to eacav ite trench perpendicular to the- road and only as vide 
.s neces? ry and then plocinp *n aVL 5 over the trench while instclliur the 
culvert,, traffic can rass nomrlly. The culvert can b c installed and fill 
comp ct--d 'r and the tubes prior to removal of the a VLB. 

3* (U) iuall Construction: 

. e. ^,..VaTI:'N: Cracks in tin 1 'or head-walls allow the connected backfill 
- -r t •-,»••• j-> the hoa:lv;?ll when the fill bocenos s~tur"tcd by hc-vy mon- 

r. rains. 

■ . u7alU..'?I. L: . =re backfilling and c-rip’ctinp fill behind he-’dwalls, 

:a .t .ri-l si. jul ; be nl -.c-d heb.ind the lv adwalls to fill the crocks. 

_v ■ -b.li.: ..flOh: Tn--t sa.nd v aos, tarpaper, old c-nv.as or a sc51-cement 
:,-;--:r. • l:ce : ir. the cracks to ko--p the r ill fr^m sfcaoinn through the 
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4. (U) HucavaU Const,ruction: 

i. 0:'sSi-.{V.iTX0N: ^ha niles used in timW-r headwall sometimes fail under 
the increased pressure exerted by fill which v -ecnr.os saturated durinr heavy 
monsoon r.ain3. 

b. t/V/d.Uj»riON: One deadnan for each pile decrease^. the probability os speb 
i failure. 

c. iti001iHofi!>>TIOW; -illat each pile used in .a timber heady?11 suroorted 

with de.dnan. 

5. (o) Preparation of Culvert ana - ririre wites f - 'r ?H"inr: 

a. 03ShRV«TI0N: .because of the uncertain veathar riurinr the monsoon sea¬ 
son, several days or weeks nay elapse between the time hricYo • nd culvert 
situs are prepared for paviny and when they ore pnved. 

b. jiV«bdnTIOH: Unless the culvert sites are p"ved immediately upon '~elnr 
prepared, normal traffic will cut ruts into the roadway --nd -Clow water to 
soak int 1 - the base course. 

c. iib COM Ml < u-. TIC t J: That a sand-cement nix be pin cod on the orennred sites, 
-y uainr this procedure, traffic cannot cause ruts tht allow water to soalt 
into the i-.ase course, the drainage is improved, arid it is unnecesrojv to i-e- 
work the s. ne site several tines in preparation for pf-vinr. 

6. (ll) Cl.-mshell Transportation: 

v. 03 Sw dVo T10 N: Considerable time is wasted in connect in a and disconnecting 
the clamshell from the R/T crane everytime the crane has to novo from one 
job site to the next. 

b. £V/.l,U.i?I0ii: Valuable time con be saved by nlacinr the elm shell, still 
connected t > the cr-'ne boom, in the bod of a ‘■-ton dump truck -nd allo-'inr 

th e cr .ne to follow the 5-ton to the next .lotsite. 

c. H-/C0MLtliDaTI0t5: That the clamshell, still connected to the crfcne hobP» 
be placed in ih-~ bod of r. 5-tar. dumu truck ar.d 'the ertne tallow the <-ton 
short distances to the next fo* site. 

7. (U) Chxnre of Buof Desiyn for t tand'rd SBh Huts: 

. OlSxiIV/iTIOk: Kjm>: peaked roof designs on standard SE.. huts are 
actually unnessary and material c-nsminf. 

b. iV..lU.iTI0ti: oincc ->-re is no snow in tropical climates there is 
actually na need for hirft <cd roof dc 8 im. Current riesims utilise -<n 
-xcess, of lumber -and cornir ■ted metal. 

c. .inCvi-JIMlDoTIOil: That 16x3? SE* huts utilise an of'-oenter peak which 
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result* in one lrno slope 'nd one short elooe, orodnc inr s s'vines r>t 9*?t 
in cnr"upat- d metal. e r «.txiu hut?, u?.-- flat, siinhtly aloninr dcsiru 
with no pe-ik, which s'V'-s nearly *0'> in corrua-'te' 1 metal roofin~. 

6. (U) Construction of "levetnanas: 

a.-i-.7tV.>?IWl: ;<ien constructing revetments of M»*hi mr.ttinr, desi-wis 
specify intermediate fcr-~.ees of 2x4 lumber every R.S feet. 

h. EV«i,U.\TI0ii: Once the revetmen. c to filled with send the hr'cinr serves 
no purpos-.. However, buildir.r the revetments without the braces is extremely 
slow. 

c. s Th't the construction braces be removed vtien the re¬ 

vetments -arc p-~.rti~.lly filled. One set of braces con then be used ns construc¬ 
tion briers on -11 the revetments. Construction tine is decreased and '66 
board fe-t of 2x4 material is saved for every P . f feet of revetment erected. 

9. (U) Concrete Test Cylinder: 

a. CC£u..VofIOM: To insure proper <-u~lity control o'” the concrete v einr 
used in the c r.structior. of pre-cast deck slobs for a concrete v-ridre, con- 
erste sample cylinders have to be prepared. 

b. iiVoUi.TIOII: T5o- standard erdhoard concrete sample c r l indorp are 
many times not avail -:blc, ns they -ore in short supoly in Vietnam. 

c. dif .Cl3lii.D aTIOU: Ih~t i55mn cannisters be used as concrete cylinder 
molds as th-.y are the correct di-jT'.ter ~nd con be used as expedient cylinder 
molds, o twelve inch section can ho cut from the middle of* c-~nnister ~nd 
then the section np~in cut lenrthwise. The halves cm ''e held to mother with 
6 inch rubber bonds voile nlaeinr the concrete in the cylinder. 

10. (U) Ch--n;inp heavy b-uipnent Tires: 

OlibidV.-TIoli: Without the oroper equipment, many problems arise during 
the chon~in- of heavy u~uinr~er.t tires. 

b. e/nLUnfOMi satisfactory and sf fe method should be developed to 
expeciius the chanrinr of hu~vy e~uinment tires, 

c. P-aCGhi-xiiDoTiC’;: That the foilowinr methods be used in the absence 
of the prep-r tiro chan-in- e-uipment. Use ~ ch''in with two. lord binders 
to rr. .rr*- walking load binder to circle the tire and draw it up. *his will 
seal the tubeless tire during inflation. The blad:. of a do~er c-~n be 
use i in th« abpur.ee of . tire elm.- to prevent the safety rin- from corainr 
'ff nd in,iorin- personnel. 
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11 . (U) aVLD Utilisation: 

a. ObSiRV«TION: 'iien usinp on MIS, to keep ol_i ripen to traffic, an* 11 
vehicles sometimes fall throufh the center of the hVLD. 

b. -aV«LU..TIOli: It would be advantageous from the stand point o r traffic 
flow and nniritenonco to cover the center of the «VL n between the treadmy 
for protection of the hydraulic lines. 

c. ilCeltthJJDwTION: That MS?al mnttinr be placed on the confer of* the AVI? 
to offer protection for the hydraulic hoses and other critical p'rts nested 
in the center of the a VLB. 'The nvattinp can also he used as an extension of 
end romps which is especially useful for Laurettas. 

C. (U) TWINING: None. 

D. (U) BITELLIGnNCe.: More. 

-. (U) LOG 1ST ICS: None. 

F. (U) OIGoNIZwTION: None. 


1 Incl H«3» G. ROPINSON 

ci3 . LTC, CE 

Command inp 
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SGD-3 (31 .Tan 70) 1st Ind 

SUBJECT i Operational Report of the 39th Engineor Battalion (Coshat) for 
the Period Ending 31 January 1970 (RCS CSFCR-65) 

0 a l Headquarters, 45th Engineer Group (Const) , APO 96308 24 FEB 1970 

TO: Coanaodlhg General, 18th Engineer Brigade, ATTN: AVBC-C, APO 96377 

1. The Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 39th Engineer Battalion 
(Combat.) has been reviewed by this headquarters and is considered to he an 
excellent account of the 39th Engineer Battalion's activities during the 
reporting period ending 31 January 1970. 

2. Coomants follow: 

a. Reference item concerning clamshell transportation, section 2, 
para 6; nonconcur. This practice would be a definite violation of safety 
standards, and will not be allowed. 

b. Concur with the renainder of the observations and recomoendationa 
of the Battalion Coamander. 



COL, CE 
Commanding 








C P ? ,f 7!P rT !***! * t 
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AYRC—OP (31 Jan 70) 2nd Ind 

SU2JSCT; Operational Report - Lessons Iearn.- ’, 39th Engineer Battalion 
(Combat), i n-iod Kndir.g 31 January 1970, P.C5 CSPCfl-65 (R2) 

DA, HEABSUARrsnS, 1BTK EriGT:3S 3SIGAB5, APv 963*?? 

TC: Commanding General, D. S. Amy Vietnam, ATT2I: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375 

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Cperatio:ial Report - Ler.sons learned 
of the 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat), as indorsed by the 45th Kngineer 
Group (Constructionj. The report is considered to be an accurate account 
of the 3attalion’s activities during the reporting period. 

2. This headquarters concurs with the observations and roeo.unendations of 
the Battalion and Group Commanders, with the following comments added: 

a. Reference Tection II, item 23. Concur. However, weep holes should 
be used to relieve hydrostatic pressure or. the head-wall. This can be accom¬ 
plished with 3" diameter pipe spaced 4* - 0" G.C. The area surrounding the 
entrance end of each drain pipe should be backfilled with 3"(-) rock to pre¬ 
vent loss of backfill material through the pipe. 

b. Reference Section II, item E4. Concur in principle. However, the 
number and spacing of deadmen required for a head-wall is determined by ana¬ 
lysis of the overturning moment due to soil pressure loading. The effect 
of hydrostatic leading can be largely eliminated through the use of weep 
holes as describe-! in item a above. 

c. 2cforcr.cc Section II, item 37. hon-eoneur. The minimum allowable 
slope for corrugated metal roofing is 3 inches on 12 inches (Hi 5-S09-8). 

"he existing 5~*A hut design incorporates an acceptable slope of 4 inches on 
12 inches. The recommended reduction in roof slope will allow water to be 
blown under the laps, resulting in leakage, inits should adhere to the 
standard SKA hut roof design. 



OF: 

1 - CC, 45th Kngr Gp 
1 - 'L, 35th Tngr 3 a 











AVHGC-DST (31 Jan 70) 3rd Ind 11 APR IS/0 

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) 
for Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 


1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lea sons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from Headquarters, 39th 
Engineer Battalion (Combat) and concurs with the comments of indorsing 
headquarters. 


FOR THE COMMANDER: 



At«i:tont AdjcOM 


Cy furn: 

18th Engineer Brigade 

39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) 






CPOP-DT (37 Jan 70) 4th Ind (U) 

SUBJECT: Operational Report of BQ, 39th Engineer Battalion (Coabat) 
for Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (El) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96538 j 7 jpp 73 

TO: Asaletant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department or the 
Army, Washington, 0. C. 20310 


This headquarters coucura In subject report as Indorsed. 

FOR THE COHMANDER IK CHIEF: ^ 

L.M. OZAiir 
CPI, AGO 
Asst AG 
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